Long-term complete response of multiple hepatic metastases from carcinoma of the papilla of Vater using intrahepatic infusion of 5-FU with low-dose cisplatin following pancreaticoduodenectomy.
Of all distant metastases from carcinoma of the papilla of Vater (CPV), the liver is the most frequent site (more than 60%) and should be specifically targeted in the effort to improve the prognosis. However, the optimal chemotherapy regimen for nonresectable liver metastasis has not been clearly established. In this preliminary report, we note a patient with multiple hepatic metastases from CPV successfully treated using intrahepatic infusion of 5-fluorouracil (FU) with low-dose cisplatin. A 62-year-old woman underwent curative pylorus-preserving pancreaticoduodenectomy for CPV. Four months after surgery, followup computed tomography (CT) demonstrated multiple liver metastases. Weekly intrahepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy of 5-FU, 350 mg/m(2), with low-dose cisplatin (7 mg/m(2)) was started. Ten months after starting chemotherapy, a complete response was obtained. To date, the patient continues to receive this weekly hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy without any side effects, and she has successfully maintained a long-term complete response for 20 months. The patient remains well and was able to proceed with daily activity at the last follow up 30 months after starting this chemotherapy regimen. This regimen is safe and effective and is recommended as one of the treatment choices for liver metastases from CPV.